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Periodic Review and Revision

All child-focnsed agencies, the agency members of the Lagos State Forensic Interview Steering Committee
will review thiz docoment attally. Revigiona el updates will be made a2 needed The aighsiures of
Agency heads will not be required unless additions smd modifications are significent or will require &
discernible change in the Agency's intemal policies and procedures.

Dissemination of Protocol

The Cece Yara Child Advocacy Centre Fonndation (CAC) will initially share the finsl draft of the protocol
with the Homrrable Attomey General of Lagos Sinte to facilitate the signing of the protocol into effeet,
after which hard copies will be disseminated to respective spencies.

Training

The Cece Yara CAC hae facilitated the training of child-focused agencies in Lagos State on the forensic
interview process, and the respective agencies will provide additional training through their internal
cducation departments m collaboration with the Cece Yara CAC or other aceredited intermational training
factilties.

1. Policy Statement

1.1 Our Mission

The Lagos State Governmenrt and all of the local governments therein aim to support all children, (victims
and withesses) who have experienced abuge or at risk and their non-offending families to access justice
with the best practices of forensic interview.

The protocol is & product of the collaboration among the Cece Yara CAC and the Lagos State law
1.2 Goals

This protocol aima to improve the investi gation snd prosecution of child sexwal abuse (CSA) cased in Lagos
State with the best practices of forensic mierviews. It deploye a multi-disciplinary tesm spproach to foster
inter-agency collaboration in child abuss cases aimed at minimising further trauma for child survivors as
The main body of the Lagos State Child Sexusl Abupe Investigative and Interview Protocol (LSCSATIP),
hereinafter referred to as “the Protocol™, addresses the preventable trauma that occurs when the victims or
witneased of child abuse are repeatedly interviewed with the following objectivea:
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# Reduce the mumber of times a child is interviewed.

o Engyre truined professionale condhct interviews,

& Improve evidence collection and caze cutcomes.

s Pryvide better support for child murvivors end their familics a8 they navigate the criminal justice

sechor,

This protocol is ittended to provide goidelnes and aasistance to those perdone who come inby contact with
the child victim-witnegs, Thig inchudes those involved in caacs falling under the Child‘s Rightg Law, Ch, 1
Vol. 3 Laws of Lagos State 2015; Child’s Rights Law of Lagos State (Family Conrt Procedure) Rules 2019,
Child's Rights Aet, 2003; Criminal Law, Capy C.17, Vol.3, Laws of Lagos State, 2015; Lagos State Domestic
and Sexual Violence Law (DSVL) 2021; Administration of Criminal Justice Law of Lagos Staic 2021
{ACIL) ; Evidence Act, 2011 (as amended); Viclence Against Persons Prohibition Act (VAFF) 2015;
Cyberctimes (Prohibition, Prevention, Bte.) Amendment Act, 2024; Trafficking in Persons {(Prohibition)
Enforcement and Administration Act, 2015; Digcrimination Agrinst Persons with Digahilitieg (Prohibition)
Act, 2018; Lagos State Special Peoples Law, 2011; Domeetic and Sexual Violence Unified Responze
Protocol and Referral Pathway (URPRF) 2021 Lagos State Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy of
2016 and BEO/BRFAOD50F2014, Lagos Siute Sex Offenders Monitoring Programme and the Lagos State
Govemment's Mandatory Repoiting Policy.

The gwidelines and sennitivity with which this protoeol speaks will be applied in all child abnse cases,

2. Background Information

18* June 2019

A high-level consplted workshop with the Migeria Folice Force, Lagos State Command, and other
stakeholders in the adminigtration of the arimingl jostice gystem wes convened by the Ceee Yara CAC and
funded by the Rule of Law and Anti-Corruption Programme of the British CouncillPU (RoLAC) with the
sole objective of prescribing the adoption of child forenaic interview as the best practice of investigating
and prosecuting child sexual sbuse cases, The workshop snecesded in obtaining the buy-in of the police
and other stakeholders in the administration of the criminal juetice system, evidenced by referrale of
survivors of child sexual abuse to the Cece Yara CAC for forengic interviews to facilitate quicker and more
effective investigation and progecution of child sexnal abuae cases with quarterly feedbacks to RoLAC an
the adoption process. The adoption process also witnessed the Ceoe Yara CAC's forcusic interviewss
standing as a stabe prosecution wiiness in a high-profile case of child sexual abuse,



5™ March 2022

The Coce Yara team paid a courtesy visit to the erstwhile Attomey General (AG) of Lages State,
Honourable Moysore Onigbanjo (£AN), to inform him of the importance and progecutorial benefite of the
adoption of the frengic interview process to engage him to puppert m cnghling legislation that recogniscs
forensic iimterview of a child’s evidencs in evidence—in—chief, cross-examinations, and re-examination. The
outeome of the vigit was the AG's full-fledged smwwort of the process to which he inatraeted that 8 Steering
Committes be sct up to eztablish and implement a standard child scxual abuee mvestigation mnd interview
protocol with 3 Multi-Disciplinary Team ("MDT) spproach.

19 My 2022
A second instalment of the high-level consultetive workshop on the adoption of the forensic intecview
process wias implemented by Coce Yara th collaboration with RoLAC to glean suppot for the establishnnent
and implementation of a standard child gexual shure nvestigation and interview protocol using the Cece
Yara Foundation’s Forengic Interview Protocol and MDT Approach 28 8 model to the Protocol developed.
| increased parinerchips botween the Nigeria Police Force, Lagos State Command, and other actors in the
criminal jretice system by adopting the Forensic Interview process as the best practice: for interviewing
children in the irvestigation and prosecution of Child Abuse casee.

April 2822

The Steering Cormmittes hay convened regularly to develop this protocol in 8 series of meetingg.

June 2024

A third installment consultative wotkshop was held under the suspices of RoLAC, and there was a general
ormsensus for the adoption of the protoool.

3. The Forensic Interview

A forensic interview is a8 structured conversation with a child with the aim of eliciting detailed information

about a possible event that the child may have experienced or witnessed in an age-appropriate and

developmenially sensitive manmer. The informeation elicited fiom the child during forensic interviewing is

helpful in criminal investigation end prosceution of child sbuec cascs, and it also helps in asseseing the

child’s safety, medical and psychosocial needs.

A forensic interview is conducted by a competently trained, neutral professional who wtilizes resesrch—

and practice-informed techniques ag part of a larger imvestigative and prosecntorial process.

The interview is conducted in a specially equipped inferview room, with unique forensic anatmmical dolls,

forensic recording equipment, and an observation room with & ene—way mirror. Siakeholders auch as child

adwocates, the police, child peychologistz, Progecuters, State child protection officers, socinl workers and
B



medical pereonnel] are able to observe and listen in on the ongoing forensic imterview (throuph the onc-way
mitror, video and andic squipment) to raise cogent facts abont a child’s dizclosure and collaborate to
aldreas all the iseues raised end provide the neceagary intervention for the child
QOwing to the Tact that it is difficult for children to prove the offence that heppened because the papetrators
often denty the abuse and most acts of sexual abuse cannot be witnessed, the child’s statement is vital
evidence in child abuse cases. Developments] issues, such as children's varying abilities to recall events
and the uee of languege, a8 well aa the trmuma they may have cxperienced, complicate efforts to obtain
information about the abnse, The forensic iimberview is designed to overcome these ohstacles, give optimal
information to ascertain whether an abuse hag occurred or ot The lew enforcement jurisdiction in which
the meident i alleged to have oconred, the DEVA office of the DPP, MOE, MY$SD, OPD, MOJMOH, or
any child-focnsed organisation can request a forensic interview.
The forensic interview can be conducted:

s To gather information regarding an allegation of child abuse (phywical, sexual, emotionsl, gnling

gexual abmse, or child neglect.

e At the request of a law enforcement or child protection agency.

# Hor both child and young adult with developmental challenges.

¢  Where communication bamicrs including hearing, vieion, verbal handicaps or languspe differences

exist.

» When 3 child hag been witness to 8 homicide/potential homicide,

#  When a child has been witness to serious domestic vinlence incidents.

& When 3 child hag been 8 wilness to 8 sibling”s abuse,

&  When s young child has been wiiness to a violent crime.

» A forensic interview is conducted for children between the ages of 3 and 18vears.

3.1 Goals of the Forensic Interview Process
3.1L.1. To obtein optimal, velvable and evidentisl information, including:
# The identity of the alleged perpetrator
e The relationship of the alleged perpeirator to the child
» Time frames in which the alleged sbuse occurred
s Locations where the alleged abuse occurmed
» Spexific details regarding the types of alleged abuse
¢ Threats, force or coercion used by the alleged perpetrator
s Any other alleged perpetrators of victima



# In intra-familial cases, the extent of knowledge and involvement of others in the home
o  Whether or not other types of abuse are pregent (g.g., domestic violence, gubstance abuge) from a

child in an objective, developmentally sensitive and legally defensive manner aimed at facilitating

quicker and successfol investigation and prosecotion of child sexual abuse cases baged on the

preponderance of cvidence produced.
3.1.2. To take cognizance of peculiar issnes relating to the survivor and witmesses and respond adequately
to them. It portrays the child's experience and gives the prosecution the opportunity to identify the child’s
vilneruhility.
3.1.3. To capture the child's accoumt of the alleged sbuee while it is siill fresh in the child's memory and
before the child's memory of the event is influenced or ercded and can be used to refresh the child's
recollection prior to trial,
3.1.4. To provide a more comfortable environment for the child to disclose the shuse and reduce the number
of times the child has to be inberviewed. This inevitably reduces the trauma the child is subjected to and
avoida the perception that the adulin performing the repetitious interviews do not believe him/her.
315, To prescrve a complete and acoumate record of what trmapired during the mtzrview, allowing the
interviewer to focns on the child rather than taking notes about what questions are answered and the child's
response to those questions. Tt alse permits intereated persana to adseas whether there waa "interviewer
digtortion" at work during or after the mierview.
3.1.6. To elicit information from children about spexual abuse that will improve pre-trial decision-making
by the parties, which will, in tum, conserve the mate’s limited resomrees.
3.L7. To protect the interests of imocemt sugpects mnd serve the mierests of the state in accurmtely
identifying casss of child shuee and addreseing them in a fair and balanced manner.

3.1.8, To provids videstzped documentation and summary reports to authorised agencies,

3.1.9. Provide crisis imervention gervices to family members snd the child, ag well as 3 mental health
assegsment for the child and family's ongoing treatment needs.

3.1.16_ Provide community-based referrale to the family at the end of the evaluation procese.

3.1.11. Farilitaie the forvnsic mikxview process for relevant agencies.

3.2 Who Neads A Forensic Interview?

Forengic Interviews should be available for children who have experienced or are at rigk of sexual abrse,
physical sbuee, or severe neglect, or may have witnesged a violent crime. The intervicw is usually at the
request by referral for investigation of a criminal complaint by a law enforcement agency, the DSVA, the



DFF or MYSD to utilize forensic interviews in situations when there ie & need Jor the skills of 3 forensic
A ; iali

3.3 The Forensic Interview Setting

Forengic interviews should be the responsibility of a Child Advorary Center or an ageney not directly
involved in the invegtigation, with experience providing the type of specialized cvaluation which inchedea:

A rrmlti-disciplinary team approach.
Evidentiary medical evaluations available.

Farensic interview equipmeat and technology inchuding videotaping capability.
An observation foom fint parties authorized to view the intetview.

3.4 The Forensic Intarview Spaclalist

Forensic interview is conducted by a competently trained, neutral professional utilising research and
practice-informed techniqmes az part of a larger investigative and prosecutorial process.

The forensic interview specialist should:

An academic background in law, law enforcement, criminclogy, social wok, eduncation,
medical/meial healih or any ofher relevant field.

Be a child advocate /specialist working or attached/affiliated to a child protection agency with
edequate competence in the evaluation of children and families” rights where abuae has ocewrred
Training- The inicrviewsr should have at least 40 howrs of didactic iraining in addition to at least
120 hours of experiential training in the interview process. Accredited agencies to conduct the
traming include the Cece Yara Traming Feculty of Childfimt Nigeria, Natipnal Children®s
Advocacy Center, National Institute for Trial Advocacy, National Children’s’ Alliance 11.5.A. or
Ongomg Training - Receive ongoing traiming in child sexual ebuse sand phywical abuse, child
development and interviewing techmiques through atbendance st continuing professicnal education
conferencer as well a8 provision of agebey in-service trafning and ongoing review of profisasional
literature with &8 minimmm number of two trainings of 40 hours cach every 3 yeam.

PIOCESS,

Info Familiarity - Be familiar with types of information and details relevant to alleged abuse that
should be obtained from vietims and child witnesses to meet the referring agency’s nesds.
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Interview Protocols - Be familiar with the forencic interview protocol and methods of presenting
forengically defensible questions in a non-leading yet age approprisic and developrentally

Expert Witnezs - Be willing and capable of testifying as an expert witness.

3.5. The Farensic Interview Process

Observation of the interview should be conrdinated between suthorized investigative agencics, A multi-
disciplinary team helps ensurs that relevam information is obtained in ome sitting, reducing the need for
frapmented and repetitive interviews. The forensic interview process should inchude:

Rapport building.

Brief developmeninl asscssment.

Assessment of child's sbility to differentiate between truth and lies; reslity and pretense.
Informaticn gathering should include:

Allowance and eticonragement of spontanecuns disclosures.

Queetions which progress from general to gpecific,

Focused questions, hot leading questions,

Attempis to ascertain “who, what, when, and where™ regarding the abusive situation or crime
witnessed,

Atteropts to clicit informetion regarding alcohol or other drug veage, pomnopraphic involvement,
and nse of threat or force and domestic violence.

Allow and support ventilation of feelings:.

Allow closure after gathering history.

Asscgsment of need Tor sceond forensic interview.

Assesement of therapeutic needs.

3.6. Documenting the Forensic Interview
After the forenzic interview, the interviewer will provide 2 copy of the videotape and written report to

The teferral ageticy.

Relevant backgroumd mformation,

Brief developmeninl assessment.
Svwmmary of interview phases,

Summuary of the forensic interviewer’s perepective of the case.
Specific history information provided.



w Trestment recommendations.
» Recommendations for furteer investigations and evaluation,

4. Age Determination

In Nigeris, a court detenmines whether a person ig 8 child based on the Child's Rights Act 2003, which
definee a child as a person below the age of 18 yeare.

Each agency involved in the child sexual abuse investigation and interview process shall undertake the
DECEARETY SLEPE to ascertain the: age of the surviver child to be below 18yemm of age ax stipylated m the
Nigeria's Child Rightz Act of 20023 including the production of certsin documents outlined below and in
all cases the certified troe copies of any o all of these documents may help to prove the bagis of one being
called a child:

i. Birth Certificate; A birth certificate ia the most common and accepted document for proving age. In
Nigetia, birth cartificates are izsmed by the National Population Commiszion (NPC) or the local government
area where the child was born,

ii. Beptismal Ceriificaic: A bapiismal cextificatc can aleo acrve as pmof of sge, cspecially if the birth
certificate is not available.

iii. School Records: School records, such aa pdmisgion forma, progrear reports, and certificater. can provide
cvidence of a child's age.

iv. International Paseport: A Nigerian passport ¢can also be used to prove age, 3¢ it confaing the holder's date
of birth.

v, Naticnal Identity Caxd: The National Identity Management Commission (NIMC'} irmes a national
identity card, which contains the holder’s date of bitth and can be wsed to prove age.

vi. Court Affidavit: In some cases, a comrt affidavit may be required to prove apge, especially if there iz a
digprute or tmeertrinty about the person's age.

vii. Medical Records: Medical records, such ss hospital birth records or medical cestificates, can aleo
provide evidence of a child's age.

vifl. Traditional or Cotrmmuonity Records: In some compmmities, traditional or commmity records, such aa
age-prade records of community birth registers, mey be accepted 28 proof of age.

ix. DNA Testing: In rare cases, DNA testing may be used to determine a person's age, especially in cases
of disputed parentage or age.

N.B: The above prescribed docoments must be fromm governmeent instihtions or approwed agencies to
pecertain the credibility of the docursents. A person wrongly called a child due to a clerical or evidential
error may go to the root of an action and could be fatml
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5. Agency Roles and Descriptions

5.1. Schools and Child-centered insHtutlons

Dnee a case of child abuse har been reported or suspected to have been perpetrated, schools and child-
centered inatitutions mmst provide acceptance, support, consistency, end etructure to these children to
madergn the forensic interview process simultaneously with medical treximent and evaluation. In cases
involving non-contractual sexual abuse eg child expomure to online pornography, sextortion,
exhibvitionigm, voycurigm cic. the child should aleo be supported to imdergo the: forengic mberview process.
5.2 Tha Lagos State Ministry of Youths and Sodal Davelopmeant {(MYSD]: Chiidren’s Sarvicas
After azsessing the risk to the child, the MY SD will work with the child/non-offending family to make them
mnderstand the forengic interview process amd the benefits of participating therein and that the forensic
interview procese shall heppen simulteneously with medical and mental health care nterventione,

After the forensic immerview, a determination muet be made regarding what secvices are needed and whether
gervices are available which would allow the child (ren) to remain safely at home or with a relative. If
services are not avadlable or, even with available services, the child remains at rick of abmde, pecessary
actions auch ss placement imio a Shelter within 24 — 48 houxs, sccess to psycho-social support and/or
Tuvenile Court proceedings are initiated.

5.3, Law Enforcement

Law enforcement agencies, incloding the Nigeria Police Force, the National Agency for Prohibition of
Trafficking in Persona (NAPTIP) Lagos State Zona] Office, Nigeria Immigration Servics, Lagos Offica ete.
should make every offort to Bimit the mmmber of interviews and the time the child is interviewesd while
simulaneously obtaining the evidence necersary for prosecution by hameasing the sorvivor io the Farenaic
interview procesg. This i8 0 be done by rofamring the aurvivor for forensic interview within 4R hourg of
establishing that the child had been abnsed or at risk of being abused.

The law enforcement agencies, while conducting their investigation, will follow this protocol and reporting
procedures to obtzin & satement from a child in a developmentally sensitive, inbiased, and truth-gesking
manner that will support accurate and fair decision-making in the criminal justice and child welfare systems.
Given the intricate issmes related to forensic interviews and the complexity of conducting such interviews,
law enforcement agents must be trained adequately before attempiing to Wnterview survivors, with 1 special
focns on each officer’s experience, skills, and previcus training,

Investigative interviewing must be recognized ag a skill requiring regular maintenance, monitoring, and
evahiation.



5.4 Offlee of the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP)

The assigned prosecutors would have received specialised training in child abuse prosecution, inchuding
medical, paychosocial, forengic interviews, and legal components. The prosecators will alze provide legal
apsigtance 1o law enforcement, such 83 ;mawering legal questions, reviewing acerch and armest warrimis or
obtaining other infeemation.

The prosecutors will also collaborate with other stakeholders in the criminal justice syatem, including law
enforcement, MY SD, the Ministry of Education {MOE), the Cifice of the Poblic Defender (OPIY), the
Domestic and Sexual Violence Agency (DSVA), the child’s attorney, the child’s therapist, and any other
child-focused agency involved in the cage for the child to undergo the forensic interview proceas.

5.5. The Domestic and Sexual Violence Agency (DSVA)

The DEVA has the mandate to provide snd coordinate end-to-cnd responges to incidentz of domestic and
sexual violence in the state, including child abuse, The DSYA shall give the necessary support to ensure
that every smrvivor undergoes the forensic interview process.

5.5. National Agancy for the Prohibidon of Trafficking In Parsons {NAPTIP)

Once 8 cage of child abuge haa been reported to NAPTIP or snuspectad to have been pespetrated, the apency
must provide acceptance, support, congistency, and structore to thege children to undergo the forensic
ittarview proceds simulianeonaly with medical treatnnent and evaluation. Tn caged involving non-conttacinal
sexual abmse, the child should also be supported to undergo the forensic interview process.

5.7. Offica of tha Public Dafender [OPD]

These attomeys who will be responsible for implementing the pretocol would have received specialized
training in child abuse litigation, have backgrommde and experience in working with children snd famnilies,
and be asrisied by investipators, social workers, and other child-focused professionals.

A depuiy public defender is appointed to represent the child after a child sexual abumss petition has been
filed Omice appointed, this same lowyer temidng on the cage until the cage ig closed The OPD counsel’s
reppangibilities include investigating the factg alleged in the child sexual abuse casc, enguring the survivor's
access to the forensic interview process, monitoring the provision of services, facilitsting imter-agency
collaboration, communication betwesn all interested parties, and meaking recommendations to the conrt
reganting placement, treatment, education, and other necesaary serviese,

5.8. The Famlily Court of Lagos State

The Family Court is 8 gpecial court designed to deal with legal problems involving children. It emerged to
bear and determine matbers relating to children One of the main goals of the Family Comrt is to settle legal



problems that can occur in familic. The Family Couxt fimctions 8t two levels: ag a division of the Hiph
Court at the High Court level and as a Magistrate Court at the Magistrate level.

The original jurisdiction of the coart % to hear and determine:

#. any civil procesdings i which the existence or extent of 8 legal right, power, duty, liability, privilege,
interest, obligation or claim in respect of a ¢hild is in isspe; and

b. aty criminal proceedings involving o relating to any penalty, forfeitore, mmishment or other Hability in
reepect of an offence committed by a child, apuinst a child or the child's interext.

The child /non- offending family should be informed on the necessity and benefits of medical treatrment
and evaluation and forensic mterview and asaisted to undergo same within 48 hoors of case reporting with
the child placed after taking & child mio protective enstody, or the child is relensed, Onee the case i filed,
the perpetrator is anaigned, and the forensic interview report and video recording with the certificate of
compliance shall be tendered as part of the documentary evidence in line with the count process.

59. Once the case is fled end the pexpetrator is arraigned, the forensic interview report and video recording
with the cerlificate of compliance shall be tendered ag part of the docnmentary evidence in line with the
comrt process.

The Court should ensure the following:

5.9.1. Prevent the re-traamatizing of the child survivor in accessing justice by creating a victim-friendly
etrvitonmnent and limiting the mmmber of victim’s appearsnces by admitting evidenee addoeed through the
forensic interview process in an examination—in-—chief, crogs-cxemination and re-cxamination.

5.9.2. Expediting the court hearing of cases by ascertaining that the survivor had undergons a forensic
interview as part of the more extensive investigative and prosecntor prooess with the forensio interview
report and video recording tendered W court at hearings.

5.93. Making better judgments by reqoesting the expest testimony of child forensic interviewers, and
recraitment of certified child-focnsed, trauma-informed persormel as Prosecutors and other child-focused
specialiste (Child peychologirts and other Court persommel) to facilitate court bearings.

6. Medical Treatment and Evaluation
The mandatory requirements for medical treatment and evaloation of sexually abused children are:

i. The treatment and evaluation ghould be conducted by a epecialived sexual assanlt responss
medical perscnnel working or affiliated with a Sexual Azzanlt Referral Center (*BARC™).
i Such designated medical persormel most be shown to have a proper understanding of 8 medico-
legal spproach in respondmg to child sssaulkt cascs, evidenced by the ability and willingnese to
16



iv.

prepar: and prescat a medical repost that can stand the scrutimy of the court. He/she mugt also
be able io give expert testimony in court regarding the case.

The medical assesament of suapected child sexnal abuge should inchade obinining a detailed
midical higtory of the child, perfooming g phyrical cxamination, md obisinmg appropriae
labaratory tests.

The SARC personne] also has the responsibility for determmining the need to report suspected
scxual abusc; agscssing the phywical, cmotional, end behaviorsl consequences of sexnal abuse;
providing information to non-offending parents/caregivers abont how to support their child;
and cootdinating with other child-focused profissionals to provide comprehensive treatment
and follow-up of children expoed to child sexual abusc,

In tresting and evaluating the survivor, the physician should talk to the child in a
developmentally appropriste, nonjudgmental, facilitative, and empathetic manner with the
sole aim of questiommg the child for the mrpose of medical diagnosis and treatment to
distingwirh it from the foreneic evidence.

The physician's report should cxplam the presence or abscnce of physical findinge, the
significanice of sympioms temporally related to sexual contact, and discrepancies between a
child's pereepdion of an experience atl phywical fmdings.

The report shounld also contain a statement of the health professional’s willingmess to testify in
court when necessary and the presence of named, qoalifisd bealth personnel who are
cotisnltants for the case.

Facilitics or providers not mecting these stamdards should not be used by law coforcoment
agencies, MYSD or any child protection agency for securing definitive medical assessmest of
pbused or neglected children.

7. Children’s appearance In Court

The Lagos Statc Ministry of Justice shall operate a children’s sppesmancs i coprt programme in the
7.1. Appointment and payment of Guardian Ad Litems {GALs) to routinely represent children's best
interests during all legal procedmres.

7.2. To limit fatipue end improve the accurecy and reliability of child responace, the number of questions
per hour should be limited, specified breaks consistent with the age of the child, and imelevant questions
deaigned to embarrasa the child or that are demeaning or ituply the child i3 incompetent should be
prohibited,
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7.3. Children should be given the option of remote hearings 1o avoid coming in comtact with their abuscrs
in conrt.

7.4. Development of formal regulation of croes-examining children to prevent the defendant’s exploitation
of the mental immaturity of children in terms of style/content of cross-examination.

7.5. Children who are to testify i Clourt should sttend four orientation sesgions to mehule where they lesm
about the court process and to visit court persontel, gse 2 courtroom and chambers, and meet 3 jodgs ,
allowed to agk questions and assegsed to b deem fit to testify in court before appearing for their own cage

8. Investigation of Cases in Schools and Other Mandated Reporters

8.1. 5ita and Systern Coordination

Each echool site (online and onxite) shall have a process for identifying and reporting suspected child abuse
cases to the Minisiry of Bducation, Lagos State. The following areas should be addressed when developing
the procesa:

o Training sll staff in the legal requirements of identifving end reporting child sbuge, including
following up of cases to ensure that smrvivors access the necessary professional eervice
interventions including aceees to justice and support services

# Designating an approptiate staff member (child protection officer) to case reporting of coordinate
suspected child abuse cases to the eppropriate sgencics end ancther staff as an aliernate to assist,
in the absence of the primary staff coondinator.

# Provigion of a designated child-friendly, quiet, and private room/office to listen to and documest
the child’s digclosure end complete the report form,

# Clarification of school personnel toles (e.g., caregivers, school counsellors, school administrator
pestoral staff, ctc,, custodiens) to facilitate mformation shermg between the school and the

8.2 The Identiication Process
School pereorme] ghould be familisr with the signe of the four basic types of almse to readily recognize
them in children at school to facilitste profeseions] secvice interventions,

& Physical Abuse

¢ Neglect

* Emodtional Abase

®» Sexual Abuse, including non-contractual sexnal sbuse, online child sexnal abuse, eic.



8.3, Staps to Takea
Listen carefolly

e The school persommel should listen attentively to a child's attem at making disclosnres,

# Provide a quiet, private place when poasible, to facilitate conversation and accurately identify and

document the abuse or neglect.

Questons & Tone
Restrict questions to those necessary to complete the required reporting fonm. Listen openly and speak ina
postitively emphatic, age-sppropriate and developmentally sengitive memner to the child
Nolify Child Protection Agencles within 24 hours

o B5Sls of the Nigeria Police Farce, Lagoa State Command

¢ DSVA Hotline —

®  Mimistty of Youthy snd Social Developinent -

» Ministry of Primary and Basic Education.

» Any other child-focused agency.
Upon receiving the information, the Lagos State Ministry of Justice or law enforcement may send an
invegtigutor to the uchool site to interview the child Tt is not within the best fnterest of the child or the law
for school pereonnel to conduct or Eit in on the imterview; achool etaff may be present chming the
investigative interview only if the child requests their attendance. The school staff’s mole iz to document
informetion end support the child during this process.
Parentg ox other school personmel ghould not be notified of the report. The agencies that were notified are
responsible for doing this. The echool staff should continue to provide reassurance to the child, but further
questions abomt the abuge should not be agked. This has been known to add to the emotional strain the child
is already imder e can 1mdermine the ecoiminal uatice mvegtigation,
School personnel have many lepnl riphts and constraints sa participants in this process. It is crucial to be
familiar with all of them.

8.4. Othar Mandated Raporters
All other mandated reporters, as defined in the Lagos State Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy and
Mandatory Reporters Policy, have the legal duty to report saspicion of child abuse and neglect.
Other mandated reporters include, nt are not limited to:
e Child care custodiane
® Medical and mental health practitioners
» Employees of child protective agencies,
» Medicine Vendors and Pharmacists



» NGOs/Professional bodies/NGOs.
At no time should a mendeied reporter sseome @ inrvestigative role and attempt to obtein a detailed or
extensive hitory of abuse or determing if the infoemation presented ia valid. The reporter should only obtain
enicugh information to repert a known case of “suspicien™ and does not need to provide proof.

9. Initial Contacts

9.1 Intreduction

The Investigator must be conatantly alert to the possibility of re-trammatizing the child by remtroducing
some of the very clementa that contribted to the initial trauma for the child,

Investigative tools such as smart phone recordings, audio and visual equipment may have been used doring
the cotrmmigsion of the offnee. Interviewing & child in his or her bedroom, i an attesnpt to gadh privacy,
mey in reality be retuming with the victim to the scene of the crime, The digplay of theae items or figures,
or reintrochucing ofher elements of the offense, by child focused professionals who are trying to baild trust,
may forther ttaumatize the child.

Everyune wosking with children during the investigative and recovery phases must be sensitive to the
potentially devastating impact that the re-emergence of thess details may have for the child.

The best practices of investipgating and prosecuting child sexnal abuse cases requires the implementation of
the foremsic interview process of a mngle and effective interview with the obeervetion of 8 Mylti-
Disciplinary Team (MDT) of child focused professionals including law enforcement agencies. Together
they determine the interview strategy and direction. While both parties need to know the circamatances of
the abuse, the MY SD necds additionsl infarmation to determing the proper placement for the child'e gafety,

10. Extended Forensic Interview

K is vital to node that there are occasions when there is a need to do mone than one itrterview such as when
g child is abused in multiple ways by many people. In such a cage, there may need io do more than one
interview. Also, a child may digcloss some abuse during the intexrview but later discloss additionsl offenacs
that needs tc be discussed. In these cases, the appropriate MDT personnel will determine if an additional
interview is necessary which must be condoacted by a certified forengic interviewer.

All children who have contact with the alleped perpetrator ghould be interviewsd to agscrs filture riek and
determine if they have been abused. It is incorrect to assume that because the original allegation involved
a female victim that only girls wers abused and vice verza. Boys fraquently ave victime and are even more
reluctant to imitially discloze ahuze.



Aleo if there is an offender who hag been s teacher for years, there may be nndrede of children he/she has
had confact with. In the event of any of the aforementioned scenarios, if possible, forensic interview shall
be condueted for all the children who has had contact with the offender who the MDT reascnably believes
have been gt risk {(eg. have been alome with the offender, arc perticularly vulnerable, heve similar
characteristics to other known victims, etc.).

If a child has mot been taken into protective custody prior to undergoing medical treatment and evalosdion,
the consent of 8 parent or guerdian must be obtained before the child is exemined or mierviewed m & pom-
smergency sitmation.

Lack of staff and large ease volume chould ot prevent o multi-disciplinary inttial response.

11, Invastigation Process

The application of this protocol requires teska to be handled by appropriste officers ag stated by the child
protection laws and policies of the Federal Republic of Nigeria and Lagos State.
11,1, Mandated Reporting Requirements
The agency in receipt of the cease report should enswre that the sueviver mndergoea medical
tresiment/cvaluation and forensic interview simultancously within 48hours of receiving the report of the
case.
11.2 Initlal Contact
The initial coniact with the survivor may take place in the victim'’s home, at a school or daycare center,
religioug place of worship, 8 hospital, or mny other gite, As with eny rituetion that may involve physical
injury, the officer must first decide if the child needs immediats medical care.
11.3 Obtaining Information
A Social Worker, parent, or teacher, may have already received some of the required information from the
child, This infarmation should be obtained and documented, if’ poagible, before mterviewing the child,
Thess individuals may not have acquined all of the facts necessary for a criminal investigation; however,
they shemld be followed up to obtain information ag the fiewer times a child iz asked the same questions,
the less tranmatioing it will be for the child
11.4 Follow-up by IPOs and/for Saclal Workers
If the case will be investigated by an investipating police officer, much of the required mformation must be
obtained withoot re- interviewing the child. Basics such as names, addresses, and phone mumbers are
needed; but only three ofher facts are neceagary for the report. Thege are:

o Jursdict
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»  Stobote of limitations

e The baric elementy of the crime
The child can be asked for details at a Laber time by & Social Service Worker and/or the IPO. ki is very
difficult and traumatic for children to have to relate theae events repeatedly. If the IPO or Social Service
Worker can determing that & crime hag occurred by epesking to others, then he or she should do 20,

11.5. Evidance, Documantstion, Instumentalities of the Abuse

It is important for the IPO to be aware that evidence of the abmse may exist. In all cases, immediate
docimmentation of vigible injuries or conditions is necersary (e.g. 35mm photographa, detailed deseriptions).
Collect instrumentalities of the crime (e.z., belts, spoons, lubricating jelly, etc.) for evidence. In sexual
abunae cases, the evidence of a molestation may only be discemible by an experienced expert. An intetview
by a forenuic interview specialist and/or an evidentiary examinsdion must always be requested for. Physical
cvidence from & sexual abuse victim, cluding photopraphs, muat be collected by medical pergonme] only,
A physical screening exam comducted by hospital personnel must alweys be available to facilitate
docinnentafion.

Evidence procured is extremely important and can be used to cormoborate the victime/witness' statemenits.

12. Investigations Lagos State Ministry of Youths and Soclal Development
{MYSD})

All gitermpts ghould be made to coordinate the first reaponse interview with law enforcement in all casea of
child abuss, physical abuee aimed at ensuring that the child undergoes the forensic interview process,
12.1 Nead for Inmadiata Medical Attantion

The first assessmeert mmst be whether there is 2 noed for immediate medical attention.

12.2 Informetion to Determine Intervention or Services Needed

The rocial worker mmat decide what, if any, intervention or services would provide safety to the child (ren)
However, the social worker need not be the one to obtain the information. In 3 joint interview, some of the
information may be obtained by law enforcoment while the social worker obtains other information.
Where it appears that the children may be going to & medical facility, medical persormel may obtaim some
of the information.



12.3 Investigations by Law Enforcamant
The successfill criminal investigation of child abuse cases requires investigative skills and an awareness of
the special featurea of theae incidents which inchade:

& Working within a multidisciplinary framework.

® Recognizing the potential for the nvestigaiive process to re-trammatize the child/victim.
The detactive should keep the number of itrterviews with the child {ren) to a minimwm. This may ofben be
accomplished by joint interviewing with the Social Service Worker.
124 Follow-Up Interview
If a follow-up interview is neceszary the detective shonld not re-mterview a child victim until him or her
first:

& Discors with the initial responder.

¢ Review all written namratives;

* View the video of the evidentiary interview and/or

» Review the resulis of the evidentiary exam
Thus enmuoring utumswered questions are asked and that they only ask questions not asked by previous
investigators.

13. Minimizding Multl-Discipline Conflicts

A. Procedural Conflichs

The chief concern of hoth the law enforcement detective and goeial worker should be the best interest of
the child (ren). However, each diecipline’s investigative focus, be it dependency or prosecution, has ite own
set of time constraints and legal requirements Procedural conflicts can result, impacting not only the
itrvestigution, but alao the emotional well-being of the child (ren).

Upcn receiving a case for investigation, the IPO should immediately contact MYSD to determine their
imolvement. Once the TPO contacts the Protective Setvice Worker, most potential conflicts can be
trstualty resolved

Some fimdamental stepe can be followed by the [FO whether the case involves neglect, phyaical, and/or
gexual abuse. If a protective/ safety issue exists, the imeolvemnent of MYSD should be confinmed and the
extent of ita involvement determined. The IPO and the MYSD Sccial Service Worker ahould discuss the
cesc, particularly arces where their respective Investigations sre likely to overlap. If the MYSD Social
Service Worker is going to contact the suspect, he/she is not to disclose any infoamation regarding evidencs
(- videcs, magazines, photographs, weapons, or other ingtromentalities of the crime).



The Social Scrvice Worker may alee be sble to provide the [PO with copics of notes or reports that mipht
be valuable to the criminal cage in termas of not doplicating investigative effiorts or victim interviews. If the
TPO can reciprocate in this sharitg of information, a streng foumdation of inter-ageney can be laid for fitore
invegtigations,

B. Evidentiary Interviews - Fhysical Examy

Decide, based in part upon the criteria outlined in Section 6.3 in this protocol, if & videotaped evidentisey
interview and/or ecreening physical examination is warented for the criminal investigation. In many cascs,
the interview can be cocrdinated =0 that both the IPO and the MYSD Social Service Worker can observe
it. The Head of the appropriate prosecuting agency shomld be notified of the interview time and location so
thet the apxigned propccutor may attend, The TPO shoyld wmange to mecive copice of the videotaped
In cases where a videotaped evidentiary interview is not condncted, videotaping the inrvestigative interview
ia suggested becanse it decreases the mumber of fittore imterviews for the child

During this time frame, the investigator can interview witnesses and give appropriate referrals for
comnmnity rescurces that may meet the needs of the vietim and family impacted by the incident.

13.1. Multidisciplinary Response
The success of child abuse investigations can be greatly enhanced if all of the child-focused
profeseionale/apencies involved deploy what they have in common instead of their profesricnal differences.
The resnlts inclode successful prosecition, minimisation of unnecessary trauma, and a healthier, safer
enviromment for the child (ren).
13.2. MYSD
Followinp the MYSD Sociel Service Wozker's initial contact, an asscssment of futore risk to the child (ren)
can often be determined for the child as well ag any of the ziblings. Therefore, 3 good and thoromgh initial
interview is an easential part of the inveatigation.
13.3. Subsequently Assizned Protective Service Workers
The MY SD Workers sssigned to the cape rubsequent to the imtial interview shonld view videotapes, read
reports, and/or imerview potential witnesses. Wiitten reports and opinione outlining their contacts should
be secured during the investigative stage. Additional interviews of children (victims and/or siblingg)
reganding the allegation ghould only be conducted if the infiematicn needed is not included in the taper,
reports, initial interview by the social worker, or interviews by other professionals.
If the indtial interview did not inchode the following parties, then the current MY SD Worker should conduct
interviews with:

® The repating party.



s Other children at risk.

» Al hoyeehold members,
The same critevia, as ontlined nnder Section 5 Inftial Contact, should be followed. When appropriate, the
socinl worker should consalt with other professionals who cem provide neceasary expertise.
13.4, Active Cases/ On-Golng Assessments
The MYSD Social Service Woakers should comduct reviews of the current gk on all active cases, based
on the child’s age and severity of the criginal allegations.
When new allegations are made o variableg change that were congidered in the development of the criginal
case plam {e.g, grandmother is no longer living in the home), procedures outlined in the above and in
Section 5 [nitial Contact should be followed.
OCeur.
13.5. Service Plan Implementation
In 2oy cesc where savices me being delivered (e, paychological cvaluation, logel advocacy,
medical/mesrtal health care, Shelter services, in- home support services), and theve is 2 “need for the service
agency to know” the apegific ciroumstances of the allegations. The MYSD Social Service Worker should
evaluate whether or not a viewing of the videotape of the victim interview (if available) or the sharing of
detailed information (verbal or written) is appropriate. Re- interviewing the child should be avoided as
much a1 poasible.
14. Forensic Evaluations
Forengie cvaluations gencrally include both s videotaped foremmic interview by s foremsic mberview
specialiet and & physical examination by qualifisd medical personnel.
14.1. The Clinkcal Foransk Physical BExamination
The law enforcoment juriadiction in which the incident is alleged to have occurred, the DSVA, the office
of the DPP, or MYBD can request & forensic evaluation,
A foreneic evidentiary interview/hirtory gathering iz usually conducted before the physical examination
mnless the patient presents within 72- 120 hours of a gexual sbuse/assault. This process may review all
information regarding the necessity to proceed with 8 medical evaluation, particularly in sitnadions whese
the need for the cxmm was initially in question.
It is recognized that after considering all the criberia, thers are siteations where the itvestigator may still be
mnmre of the necessity for an exarination. The Lagoa Siate Forensic and DNA Laboretory provide some
or all of these services.



An cxamination of the child for the purpose of prescrving evidence should be armanged when one or more
of the following conditions are present, or whenever circumstances warrant:

14.1.1. Semanl Abuse

Presence of 4 suspicious genital infury - A suspicious genital injury ie unexplained by the histry provided,
or for which there ia no history. A spspicious genital mjury may be scute or old,

- An scute injury is one characterized by recent accumence: (hours to a few days), bleeding or a
higtory of recent bleeding, or pain.

- Anold genital injury is ssen when an scuts injury heals distorting the original anatomy. Mairty, but
ot all, acute injuries heal completely, leaving no regidnal gignae. A history of pein o bleeding is
more likely to be aseociated with regidual mjury, but some children do not repost pain or bleeding
as a function of denial or dissociation.

14.1.2. Ukellhood of recovering evidence
Trace evidence guch as sperm, sakiva, blood, debrie, lnbricant, ete. may be recoversble by & standard
forensic examination if the victim iz examined ag soon a8 possible within the 72 -120 hours following sexual
assault Time is of the essence. Evidence iz rapidly lost or destroyed by washing, bathing, eating, drinking,
winating, changing clothes, or gimply the pasgage of time. This evidence may link the victim to the
perpetrator of to the crime scene. Evidence is collected according to the Mammale and Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs) of the Lagos State Forensic and DNA Center (LSDFC) including:
- History of genital-to- genital or anal contact. This kind of contact provides the opportunity for
injury to oecur,
- Preseswe of, of soepicion of daomally tremsmitted digesse. While tot all gexnally tranamittuble
dizeascs are sexually trangmitted, en examination cam look for sipne of penital injury and, if present,
provide support for the abusive natnre of the contact.

14.2. Physical Abuse
¢ When litle or no history is available {(infants, toddlers, and/or developmentally disabled), and the
injuries are congistent with non-accidental traama.
» When the injury is not comsistent with the history.
& When multiple injuries or head traumn are suspected or present.
# When the visibls / presenting injury is traumatic snongh to requirs medical cars.
When evalostion by 8 medical expext is necessary to:
»  Documecat non-sccidentsl traumsa (c.p., & suspicious fracturc).
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> To confirm long teem / chronic abmae or neplect (e.g., Munchansen Syndrome by Proxy or Failure
to Thrive).
14.3. The Clinical Forensic Physical Examination
The forenaic ntetview process 18 & viml cormpeonent of the more extengive invegtigative and progecutor
process in child ecxusl abusc cascs, K is o follow-up investipation by law cnforcement, the DPP offics,
DSVA, or MYSD, which complements routine investigative interviews.

15. History Gathering
The Casc manager, child advocats or other Child Advocacy Center staff will meet with referring agencies
to determine:
& When ihe: cage wag brought to their athention.
# What their contact with the child has been.
e  What interventions their agency has provided.
®» Whether there had been prior reports or not reganding the child, the family, or the elleged
PEIpEiTRIQT.
The forensic Imterview specialist will meet with non-offending family members to:
& Obtsin information regarding what prorpted their concern ahont the eurrent allegations.
» Explore prior history of the child, developmenisl considerations, and concerning behavioral
indicators.
Special attentlon should be paid to:
o What stetements the child has made pertaining to the alleged abuse.
¢ The comtext in which the etatements were made.
& How the sintement waa elicited

16. Child Sexual Abuse Medical Examinations

The State of Lagos, through the (DSVA), hag developed 3 protoco] describing in careful deteil procedures
for comducting medical exarminations of gexnal assanlt end child sexual abose.

16.1. Acute Exams - Survivor presents within 72 = 120 hours of assault

When the survivor discloace the asganlt or ebuse within 72- 120 hours of the event, he/she should receive
adequate medical forensic examination, with evidence collsction, a2 soon as possible to prevent loss of
evidance. The muvivor mmatm't wash, bathe, or change clothes, in order to avoid eliminating evidence. If
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the nurvivor necde to urinale, it is imporiant to eave the rine. If possible, cating and drinking should be
avoided umtil after the collection of specimens from the mouth. The components of the examination are:
s Collection and proper bagging of the victim's clothing,
s Scamning of the body with ultraviolet ight locking for bodily fluids.
o Collecting specimens to deteet perpetrator body fluids {c.p., scmen, saliva).
e Collection of other debeia present.
o Collection of reference specimens from the victim (ssliva, hair, blood).
e Careful expreination of the genmital end anal areas, uiing s colonoscope  to detert mjury.
» Careful examination of the entire body to detect acute injury, as well any other sign of abuse,
neglect, or Ebmormal medical condition,
» Photographic documentation of the injuries (genital, anal, body).
@ Tegling and tregtment for eexually trangmitted diseazes if chimically indicated.
# Testing for prepnancy and an offer of post- coital contraceptive madication.
®  Proper gir-grying of specimens to prevent deterioration,
¢ Maintenance of chain of evidence.
¢ Written documentation of the examingtion's findings which is given to law enforcement and the
office of the DFP.

16.2. Indications for Non-Urgent Mecical Evidentiary Examinations

When a survivor presenta beyond 72 — 120 hoyrs of the asemult, it 8 most probable that injuries are healed
and there may be trace evidance. One may etill find healed hymen teats, STDs, and pregmancy. If a sorvivor
pregents within two weeks of an asseult, injuries may sometimes be seen that have not yet completely
healed, In adolescent victime, gperm may sometimes be found up to two weeks in cervical mmews, In order
to preserve any residnal evidence that may still remain, 8 medical evidentiary examinastion should be
conducted.

Medical evidentiary examinstione for children and adolescents are conducted 2t desipnated Sexual Azsault
Response Centers {SARCs) throughout Lagos State.

Survivors mder 18 years of age and those with developmentsl challenpes should receive 2 forensic medical
evidentiary examination at am appropriate medical facility, ie., a Genersl Hospital or faderal medical
centers, to presetve residual evidence. This examination should be conducted when a case ha been assignad
to inveatipate a criminal complamt by a law enforcement agency or suthorised by designated law
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there is a need for the expertise of 8 SARC cxaminer. The reason for any exceptions to thie rule must be
articulated and documented.

Guidelines addressing the need for forensic medical evidentiary examinationy can be found in Section
G of this Protocol.

17. Guldelines for examinations of Other Forms of Abuse

Upon admission to any government spproved Shelter, children taken into protective custody ehould mceive
a thorough physical exsmination with non- magmified, nou-colomoscopy penitsl exam. With law
enforcement obtaining the medical reports firom the Children"s Shelter and include theen in the itrvestigative
Tepotts.

17.1, Physical Abuse
Child victims of physical abunse ans often very young. With many heing infants and too young to report or
describe the abuse. They are nsnally recogaized by the physical resnlts of the abuse. In all cases, physical
abmse 18 defined by the presence of heemful effects of physical mjory.
17.1.1 Lack of Immediate Medical Danger
When there is no immediate medical danger to the child and the nature of the abuse requires the medical
evaluation of physical evidence, the child shomld be taken to a govemment approved hospital with the
nmeceqnary facilitied and siadf competetery to recover and document the evidenee, and render an opinion in
coart,
Examples of sbuse that will require specialized evalnation include:

® Bums,

# Multiple impressions caused by different instruments,

s Bife marks.
The means to recover evidence will include:

# Photography.

# Videco recording.

o  Andio recording.



17.1.2. Sarious Injurias Requiring Immediata Medical Cara
If the sericusness of the injuries necessitate immediate medical care at the closest facility, make
errangements to ensure that evidence is properly recovered and documented by & professional willing to
testify in court.
17.1.3 Interviewing Parants and Other Caratakars
When parenfs and other Caregivers are interviewsad by the phyzician or medical representatives at the time
of the examination, carefully docament the questions asked and the regponses given. This interview is
conducted in arder to determing the natwre and origin of the mjory, for appropriatz medical care, and refaml
to the Ministry of Youths and Social Development or law enforcement.
17.1.4 Interviewling Physical Abuse VicHms with Poly victimisation of other child abuse cases
The interview with the injured child should be condocted:

¢ In a quiet and private place whenever possible.

s Always onf of the presence of the Parent/Carepiver who may be a potential suspect.
Carefully document and make part of the medical record:

# The qoestions asked.

o The child’s responscs and demeanor,

®  Avoid repetitive interviews with child victime by different health care professionale.
17.1.5 Physical Abuse Medical Evidentiary Baminations

A, Fuiure Legnl Proceedings
Medical exams are heeded in almost all cases whens fture legal proceedings are amticipated. The more

setious the injury, the more thia ie trie. The medical examination must be petformed by a physician or mirae
practitioner who i famikier with the medical conditions caueed by phywical sbuze, is willmg to provide &
staternent for evidence, and, if necesgary, go to court as 2 witiess.

Physical abuse examinations often require the mupplemental use of imaging techniques and laboratory teats
depending on the snstomic location sand neture of the mjury in question,

Some types of injury are highly predictive of fuhme risk, and experienced physiciens can provide
investigators with usefil guidance in making placement decigicns.

B. Neglect, Physical and Sexnal Abuose

Many young children with clear signs of phyeical gbuge have sleo been neplected. Some children are both
physically and sexmally abnsed at the same or at differemt times. All children abused in any way are hkely
to show signa of psychological trauma. A child who presents with indicator of one form of malirestment
should altways have ot least & limited asscasment for other forme of abuac,



C. Many cascs of child sbusc src handled with voluntary aprecments and without Litigation, thus they may
appear not to require medical assessment. If the injuries require medical care, 2 medical evidentiary
pesesament is needed

Evidentiary medical agscemments should be performed in cages even when the mjuries are minor, because
they may be part of a piciure that implies serious risk for severe abuse.

D. Injuries Requiring Hosphalization

Children with injurics requiring hogpitalization should receive medicel evidentiary exmmination if they are
hospitalized at one of the facilities offering these sexual assault response. Such children admitted and their
non- offending families, should receive n thoromgh assesament by a hoepital social worker if inflicted
injurics are suspeeted, Children with very pevexe or life-threatzming injuries ghould always be taken to the
nearest General Hospital for medical treatment and trauma. response,

18. Legal Interventions

18.1 Director of Pubiic Prosecution {DPP)Child Ahuse Cases and Medical Evidentiary
Assessments
In all child abusa casas, tha prosacutors must strive to minimize furthar trauma to tha child
victim f witness. Speclalized tralning iz a key Ingredient to this end.
The assigned Prosecator ninet meet with the child victim / withesa and the non-offending family members.
The primary purpoee of this mecting is to evaluate the very young child for legal competency and to discusa
all azpects of the criminal peocess.
Generally the Prosecutor will have an opportunity beforehand to view the videotape from the forensic
cvidentiary interview, and upon reviewing the video and the facts of the case, the Prosecutor will decide
how detailed the interview need to be with the child victim.
Repetitive Interviews with child victims are to be strictly aveided; this requires progecutors be thorcughly
prepared for the inderview so the questiondng is focnsed and concise. Before interviewing the child vietimn:
» Read all available reposts of previous interview(s) with the child.
» Review the forensic videotaped evidentiary mterview of the victim,
®» Articulate the reagon and porpese for the interview.
Whenever possible, the amsigned Proscentor will arrange with law enforcement officials, preferably the
Investigating Police Officer (IPO), to attend the evidentiary interview and meet with the victim when a
suspect is in costody.
Once the Legal Advice has been issued, the Prosecutor’s goal is to infoem and peotect the vietim within the
condines of obteining & criminal conviction. Courtroom tours ansd the “Kide in Court™ proprem help snawer
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children’s questions. The assipned Prosccutor maintaing regolar comiact with the child and the pon-
offending family members throughont the criminal proceeding, updating themn on the statns of the case.
18.2. Law Enforcemennt

The IPO prepares each child for court in a child-fidendly and developmeninlly sengitive manner. The
preparstion abould encompags the lepal igpucs to be canvapsed in court and some explangtion, within the
child’s appropriate developmental range, of how lawyers, judges, and witnesses immberact in court. The *“Kids
in Court” program shonld assist with thia preparation. Tecnage victima also need an explanation of the court
process before thelr testimomy,

The [FO is also responsible for explaining the outcome of each proceeding so that the victim, family, and
other profeasionals understand the significance of court rulings snd arders.

Effcetive communication mugt be pensitive to the neede of the victim and the crimingl prosceution goals.
Constant commumication between the IPO, the victim, and other interested parties will enable each
stakeholder to eagily navigate the criminal jostics process.

18,3 MYSD Legal Counsel

Preparation of the child for forenmic interview mmud court testimony must be conducted by the inter-agency
agreament between all the stakeholders in the Lagos State Child Protection eervices, e.g. DSVA, OPD,
MYSD, Office of the DPF, the Cece Yara Child Advocacy Centre, the Nigerian Police Lagos State
Commend ete.

In casce of juvenile dependencies, the goal is protecting the child end reunifying the child with the Tamily
when appropriate. MY SD¥s cliemt is the child, and the focns of the legal proceedings is the child. All MY SD
legal efforty in dependency proceedings are directed toward this goal.

184, Office of the Public Defender

A Couneel from the Public Defender becomes involved in a dependency case after an appointment by the
comrt at the detention hearing. Once appointed, this same Counsel will represent the child client at all
juvenile coart proceeding.

The primary function of the child advocacy attomey i3 to provide the child client with an experienced and
dovelopmentally sensitive attomey to advocate on behalf of the child, protect the child’s interest, and
actively work toward reunification with the family. If reunification with the parent/poardian is
ineppropriate, the forms tums to fimding an alternative permanent home for the child

18.5. The Domastic and Saxual Violanca Agancy Counsal

The DSVA Counsel prosecutes child abuse cases within the state of Lagos. The office hae a specialised
protocol for all cases involving children. As part of the evaluation process, the assigned DSVA Counsel
interviews the child for each child abuse case sobmitted for prosecution. The DEVA Coumeel condacts the
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assipned MYSD Social Bervice Worker to determine the current status of the casc. The outcome of MYSD
and Fovenile Conrt intervention is often a consideration in deciding whether to file criminal charpes at the
trisdemeanor level.

19, Tha Child Advocacy Agreement Between:

The DSVA, Office of the DFF, The Office of the Public Defender, MY SD and the Nigedan Police Lagos
State Command  egtabligh the following protocol regarding child victims and withesges:

19.1, Juvenile Dependency Cases

In juvenile dependency cazes where the Public Defender ropresenis the child {ren) who is the subject of
the action, the OFD Coumscl will iake fall responsibility for any matters relating to the testimony or
possible testimony of snch children.

I juvenile dependeney casges whete the children who are the subject of the action are tot tepresented by
independent couneel, the DSVA Couneel will sssume full responsibility for any matters relating to the
testimatty or possible testimerty of such children.

19.2. Criminal Proceedings

In all eriminal proceedings, as well as dependency casea, the following non-exclusive guidelines will
govemn the preparation for and the taking of a child vietim or witnega’ testimomy:

» Counsels will limit the number of adjcumments in sach case to those in the child's best interest.

» When appropriste in dependency procecdings, Counecls will file motions requesting the court
permit the child withess to tegtify in chambers.

s In advence of the case hearing, Coumacle will arrenge 8 visit to the courts for the child, explaiming
the differences in physical setting, etc. Thiz will familiarise the child witness with the courthouse,
coartromm, judge’s chambers, end count personmel.

o Counsels will schadule the child witness” testimony with sensitivity to the child’s ape and routine,

o Cowmuels will meet with the potential child witneas before the hearing to establish rapport with the

o Counsels will prepare the child for the questiona be or ghe will be asked in court by all counsels
ansd the court and adviee the child that responses like “T don’t understand the question™ and “T don’t
know” are permissible respanses where appropriate.

o [fthere is a pending criminal prosecution, the child’s Coumacl mizst explain to the child victm the
differences between the juvenile and criminal courts and should defer to the DSVA or DPF Counsel
questions the child victim may have regurding sentencing cotidequences of his or het testimony for
the alleged perpetrator,



®  Whenever posgible, Counsels will rearrange the courirocm and chambers to0 make a getting less
intimidating for the child witheas. This respongibility may inchude trensporting emd setting up
children’s furniture where the child will testify.

# Counsels will request that an available and appropriste support person of the child’s choice be

® Counsels will encourage the child to bring a Tavourite toy or object to hold daring testinsry.

o  Counsels will be sengitive tn the child’s age and cogmitive and emotional development level in their
interaction with the child. They will ensure that the interaction of others with the child is
appropyriate.

¢ Counsels will control the child's questioning to ensure qoestions are asked age-appropriate and
developmenially sensitively without cansing uwnboe embarrasament to the child

o Counscls must request thet objections be argued outside the hearing or presence of the child and
will explain to the child that the objections do not mean they have done something wrong.

s Counscls most be sensitive to the need for the child witness to take breaks durmg court testimony.

®» Specific concerns and fears of the child victim/witness regarding the alleged perpetrator,
commmmcated o the child’s sttorney, shonld immediately be shared with the prosecutor handtmg
the criminal prosecution of the alleped pecpetrator when sppropriate. Conversely, the assigned
prosecutor should infoem the child's attomey of ay *No Contact” orders related to the etiminal
cHac,

# To agsist the court in evidence gathering, use a child development sxpert/child psychologiat when
appropriate, to advise the cowrt in developing guidelines for courtroom exmmination of & child
witness when there is a concern about the child’s developmental functioning,

The aim of the application of theze guidelines to the child victim witmess is to help minimise the child’s

feelings of snxiety and distress, ennoring sceurary, completencss, and integrity of teatimormy.

The DSVA, Office of the DPP, MYSD mnd OFD are committed to climingting, 33 much 8s poegible,

the traumatic aspects of the investigative procsss in cases involving child wimesses,

Accordingly, each agency agreed that a child will enly be interviewed by forengic interview regarding

the speeific detadlr of almse unless there is an articulated reagon to do ao.

The protection of the child witness must also exbend to eliminsting unnecessary peychological

evaluaticns, augessinents, interviewn, efe.

The child protection agencies understand that the child’s participation m the “Kids in Court” program

will appeopriatsly implement soms of the above poidelines,



19.3. The Judiclary
When they are victims or witnesses, childnn mmst often testify in dependency and delinquency Juvenile
Courtr, in Fumily Courts becense of castody disputes, and in the Lagoa State Domestic and Sexual Offences
Courtz. A single incident may regsult in peparete mvestigations and often multiple nterviews.
Every child victim should tndergo the forensic interview ptocess observed by a Multidisciplinary team
of child-fornsed professionals to rednce the child’s tranma.
A child may heve to teatify before a Magiatrate or 8 Judge:
» In court trials including the Lagos Stale Sewnal Offences Court.
¢ in Juvenile Court
& in Family Court
19.4, Juvenlle Dependency Proceedings
A Coumsel is ppointed for the child in juvenile dependency proceedings where:
# the child iz the victim of abuse or neglect
s the child may testify againgt their parcnts
19.5. Public Defender Raprasenting the Child
In juvenile dependency cases, the OPD Counsel represents the child (ren) who is the sobject of the
action. In eollaboration with the DEVA coumsel, the Covmacl takes foll responsibility for any matter
relating to the tegtimony or possible testimomny of such child (rem).
19.6. Other Counsal Representing Children
In cages where indspendent Counsels reprezent the child (ren), the reprezenting attorney nmst ensure
the child’e attendmmes: at the Kidy in Cowrt program e coordinate the child's preparation with the
DSVA Counsel. If the child ik to testify in a criminal court, the DSVA and PPA must prepare the child.
19.7. Family Court Proceadings
Children beccine invohved in Family Court proceedings when their parents cannot agree on castody and
vigitation rights. The child should be made to undergo the forensic interview process and may have to
tegtify, Abuse allegations, mchuding child neglect, scxual snd physical, may wriee, necegsitating an
evaluation by MYSD officials for possible Court imervention.

20. Therapeutic Interventions

20.1. Goals and Roles of the Therapist
The strict adherenee of the legal system to doe process procedures unintestionally intenrifies the ermotional
trmrma guffered by & survivor of CSA with hittle aftention given o the particolar pensitivity snd care CSA
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cesca require. It is, therefore, vital to enpepe mental health professionals 1o play m active role in allevialing
the emotional trauma caused or exacerhated by child involvement in our court system. The proposed
judicial menta]l health care professional will be both an advocate and therapist for the child and non-
offending framily members and will congtantly cvaluete what ig in the child's best interest based on the
clinical symptomatology and the impact of the legal proceedings on the child.

A therapist may become imvolved with e child victim or witness before, during, or after leprl procedurcs
have taken place. In some cases, the therapist may do the initial imtake of the case and make the child abuze
report. In other cases, the therapist is brought info the picture following the disclogsre.

The therapist’s primary goal i to facilitate healing in the child who has been sbused, which may include
working with family members to negotiate changes in the child’s eavirenment (including family
relationships). Secondarily, the therapist may act as 8 conduit to assist in minimizing re-traumstization and
maeximising the effectivencas of the child a5 s witness doring the legal procegs. In thie role apecifically, the
therapist should:

*  Work closcly with other child-focused profesgionals involved in admimigtering the ¢riminal jostice
system, using a multidisciplinary tsam approach as mmich as possible,

s Mnintain adequate baricrs in thelr work with the child s family membem to svoid potential
contamination of evidence. This incindes not initiating diecussion of factusl information with
family members who have not independently disclosed such information and monitoring fmily
diecussions of fachual information for the same purpose.

®# Provide suppot to the child victim throngh the legal process. Soch means of support may inchode
encouragmg the victim to discuss feam regardmy the court process itself, and the potential outcome;
viziting a courtroom with the victim; using play to enact potential imterview/court scenes; providing
support during interviews, depogitions, and court seggions; explaining the process and impact on
the vietim to the victim®s significant others (i.e., natural fardly, foster fiomily).

¢ Provide crieiz intervemtion techniques, including providing concrets information about any
medical, legnl, or social setvice ndervention.

s Consult with professionals in the legal snd protective system regarding developmentnl issues,
specifically those specific to their particular vietim or case.



Z20.2 The Therapist az a Witness

The therapizt should be prepared to testify as a witness, althomgh this may not always be necessary. This
testimony may be given by deporiticn end in court appearances or in chambers if needed to protect the
privacy/confidentiplity of the child,

In either event, therapists may be asked about all sessions during which they have treated the specific
victim, not just those in which disclosmmres have been made. If called wpon to do a0, therspiaty should be
prepared o discugs their methods of documentation which may mclude written narmative, sudiotepe, and
Jor videotape.

The documentation method should be consistently applied, and the Therapigt should be prepared to explain
reasons for devigtion from the samddard procedure, The therapist should alwaye be ready for their written
records to be subpoenasd.

Written records should be concige, clear, and factual

21. Communications

21.1 Muhidisciplinary Communications
Effective communication between the Multidiaciplinary Team (MDT) working on a specific case mvolving
a child victim/witness is sszential. The lack of sach commumication leaves individoal professionals with a
one-dimengional view of the case, individnal and famity.
Information necepsary for the investigation, intervention, prosecution, end treatment may cxist with only
ohs responss team mwmber and muet be shared. The Lagos State Govemment sllows for the sharing of
information among rulti-disciplinary feam members is child abmse cases.
Benefits of nformation sharing include:
#» Ensuring safety, when professionals know high-risk individuals and behaviors.
o Minmizing re-traumeatization by rednetion of “triggermg" statements and activities by the various
professionals.
& More eppropriste regpmacs from profesgionale to the child are due to inoreased 1mderstamading,
#» More effective long-term planning, including planning for potential family reunification, based on
m cxpanded database,

21.2 Guidalines for Disdosuras to Non- mastigative Professionals

Often children and adolescents discloss abuse to professionals other than those who normally investigate
theae actions.

When such 8 disclosure takes place, the following guidelines should be followed:
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# Theee individuals should make their mandated child sbuge report based on the initisl statensent or

& Non-investigative professionale should never attempt to do their own imvestigation.

e Any questions azked should be open-ended (Le., “Tell me what youo tmean’?)

# The child should not be given promises that cannot be puaranteed (i.e., “If you tell, you won't need

to testify in cowrt. Or ** T will not tell anybody™).

21.3 Confidentiality Conslderations
My documents and proceedinge relating to children sre confidential by steiute, cage law, snd/or cowt
order. Professionals are encomraged to share information under appropriate protective court orders and
within their profeasions’ restrictions and guidelines.
Caution should always be cxsrcised to protect the child's best interests. The courts are respongible for teking
an active role in preventing and punishing breaches of confidestiality by attomeys and parties to the
proceedings.



APPENDICES

Appendix 1: Signoture Poge [Original signatures on file at the Lagos State Minisiry of Justice)
“Our atiached dynaturea signify onr commiiment to the goals of the Lages State Child Sexnal Abase
Investigative and Interview Protocol.”

R
JL:I' ﬁp\ '.\_\_ _)}

Mr Lawal Fedro BAN
Honourable Attorney General amd
Commissioner for Justice

Lagna State



Appendix 2: Definitions

®  Abuose 83 defined in the Nigerian Child Rights Act, Child Rights Law of Lagoa State, the Criminal
Law of Lagos State and the Lagos State Safe Guarding and Child Protection Policy.

s Expert: someone who, by education, training, or experience, hay sperial mowledge and dkills to
assist those who need it.

*  Victm a person whe is the subject of abase

¢ Witmess 3 person who knowe about the abuse of another,

s Child: s person below the age of 18 years, ax stated m 8,277 of the Nigerian Child's Rights Act
2003. Thiz federal legislation takes precedence over state laws and provides a uniform definition
of a child across the country.

& Shelter; Children’s ehelter facility” or "shelter facility” meane any public or prvate facility that
provides 24-hoor-a-day safe, regulated amd residential care to children in a non-physically
regtrictive enviromment for a specified period of time for residents to sccear crigis imerventions and
support aervices giving short or long teom protection aimed at enabling the child regain his/her
genge of safety.

s Law enforcement officer; A law enforcement officer is 8 public-sector or private-sector employes
whoss duties primarily involve the enforcement of laws, protecting life & property, keeping the
peace, and other public safety related duties. The Nigerian law recognized the Police az the
principal law enforcement and lend pecurity sgency n Nigeria.

® Prosecators a person, especially a public official, who instinnies legal proceedings against somece.

» Fmmily court: Family "Court™ meane "High Court or 8 Magietrate Court designaeted sa Family Court.

& Juvetile coort: Jovenile conrt, alao kivorwn a3 young offetdet’s count or children's coutt, is a tribanal
having special authority to pase judgements for crimes committed by children who have not
attained the age of majority.



Appendix 3: Applicable Laws

Administration of the Criminal Justice Law of Lagos State
Administration of the Criminal Justice Act

The Nigetisn Evidence Act 2011

The Nigerian Child Rights Act 2003

The Nigerian Constitgtion 1999

The Child Rights Law of Lagos State 2015.

The Criminal Code Laws of the Federation 1990

The Criminal Law of Lagos Siate

Violence against Persons (Prohibition) Act 2015

The Lagos Stute Protection Againgt Domestic Law 2007 No 15

Semual Harassment in Tertiary Educational Institution Prohibition Bill 2016.
The Cybererime: Prohibition Prevention Act 2015,

The Trafficking in Persons (prohibition) Enforcement and Administration Act of 2015,
And every other child protection law and policy.

41






e
PRINTED WITH THE SUPPORT OF THE
RULE OF LAW AND ANTI-CORRUPTION e
(RoOLAC) PROGRAMME IDEA

Funded by INTRREATISRAL INSTTTU R

PO OIS RAGT SHE

the European Unjon ~ CLECTRc AsSsTanes

Visit: dea.int




	1_Page_01
	1_Page_02
	1_Page_03
	1_Page_04
	1_Page_05
	1_Page_06
	1_Page_07
	1_Page_08
	1_Page_09
	1_Page_10
	1_Page_11
	1_Page_12
	1_Page_13
	1_Page_14
	1_Page_15
	1_Page_16
	1_Page_17
	1_Page_18
	1_Page_19
	1_Page_20
	1_Page_21
	1_Page_22
	1_Page_23
	1_Page_24
	1_Page_25
	1_Page_26
	1_Page_27
	1_Page_28
	1_Page_29
	1_Page_30
	1_Page_31
	1_Page_32
	1_Page_33
	1_Page_34
	1_Page_35
	1_Page_36
	1_Page_37
	1_Page_38
	1_Page_39
	1_Page_40
	1_Page_41
	1_Page_42
	1_Page_43
	1_Page_44

